
26861 CR 26  Elkhart, Indiana 46517  (574) 891-2238  FAX (574) 891-2234 

Elkhart County 

DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE         CONTACT: Jennifer Tobey (574)238-0144, jtobey@elkhartcounty.com 

5/27/2020             Melanie Sizemore (574) 276-1197, msizemore@elkhartcounty.com 

 
 

 

 

 

OPENING THE ECONOMY HAS RISKS 
 
 
 

Many of you may have seen the article in the New York Times, Elkhart County is 10th in the nation for being 
the next possible COVID-19 outbreak area.  This may be alarming to many of you and not so much for others.  
The issue we are seeing is that as businesses open up and people are out and about, we see an increase in 
positive cases.  This could make us one of the next outbreak locations.  To combat this, we need to continue to 
remind you and others that you need to wash your hands often, avoid close contact, cover your mouth and 
nose with a face cover when around others, cover your coughs and sneezes, clean and disinfect frequently 
touched surfaces, and monitor your symptoms. 

 
Nothing Beats 6 Feet – Social Distancing 

 
Your actions do affect others, especially those that are 65 and older.  Please take precautions for yourself and 
others.  Your community thanks you! 
 
 
 
As we have said many times and will continue to say, the best way to protect yourself from any respiratory 
illness, including COVID-19 is to: 
 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with 60% or higher alcohol. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

 Practice social distancing (no group functions such as book clubs, meetings, and or congregations of 
10 or more) 

 Stay home where possible. 

 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 

 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 
 
For information and data, go to www.coronavirus.in.gov or go to the CDC at www.cdc.gov for more information 
regarding the coronavirus. 
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